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our General Officers in Macedonia will be murdered
unless we release the members of the Committee whom
we have imprisoned in Constantinople. The third is from
our Inspector General, saying that he is a prisoner in the
hands of the Young Turks, and is being held as a hostage.
Unless your Majesty declares the Constitution, he will be
condemned to death, and six troop trains and a warship
will leave Salonika immediately for Constantinople. We
are lost.53

Silence.

All present were nervous. Izzet believed that the Sultan
might shoot down the Minister who advised a Constitu-
tion ; Tahsin that he would abdicate ; Riza Pasha, the
Commander-in-Chief, that he would raise the Green
Standard of the Prophet and betake himself to Asia.
Ferid felt sure that there would be a change of Grand
Viziers, as indeed there was. But no one could tell what
was really in Abdul Hamid's mind.

" Send a message to Salonika to say that a full Council
will meet to-morrow to consider the grant of a Con-
stitution/9 said the Sultan. " Release all the Committee
officers in Constantinople, with my blessing, curse them !
Now go, all of you. You are a helpless crew. Why didn't
you send troops against the Albanians, Commander-in-
Chief? And you, Grand Vizier, you cannot even prevent
the walls of your own Sublime Porte from being placarded
with the ridiculous manifestoes of the Committee ! I'm
disgusted with you both. You can only watch events. If
watching were enough, dogs would be butchers.1 You
haven't the guts to be butchers/5

He rose and lit his hundredth cigarette.

1 An allusion to the street dogs of Constantinople, who used to sit in
rows waiting for scraps of meat.